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May 7, 2021 
 
Dear General Brown Senior Parents & Guardians, 
 
I wanted to reach out to you to clarify some information from my last communication with you.  
The intent of the email from Wednesday was to share our excitement that we would be moving 
forward with planning an in-person Graduation ceremony for our seniors and their 
parents/guardians and to make families aware of the NYSDOH guidelines that we must follow in 
order to make that happen safely.  I would be remiss if I did not share information with families, 
so that you could make informed decisions as to how you would comply with the guidelines in 
order to attend and participate in the Graduation ceremony.  Because the vaccination process 
is time sensitive, I simply wanted offer an opportunity to participate in a vaccination clinic that 
is scheduled next week.  The survey was an opportunity for you to express interest in 
participating in the aforementioned clinic or COVID-19 testing.  You were not required to 
complete the survey.  If no families were interested, we would not put the time into planning 
such events.   
 
In the meantime, I was made aware that another area school district released their Graduation 
plans, and they will not be requiring proof of the COVID-19 vaccine or a negative COVID-19 test 
in order to attend the ceremony.  I cannot speak to the decisions made by other school 
districts.  I can only say that General Brown Central School District is bound by the most current 
guidelines, Updated Interim Guidance for End of Academic Year Celebrations During the COVID-
19 State of Emergency updated April 27, 2021, which can be found at:  
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/04/doh_covid19_updatedgra
duationguidance_042721.pdf.  I understand that Governor Cuomo has commented that the 
gathering limits will be increased to 500 on May 10, 2021, but until we receive that written 
notification from the NYSDOH, we must follow the most current guidelines.  I have reached out 
to Jefferson County Public Health, and they assume we will receive written notification of such.  
However, currently, we must follow the guidance from April 27, 2021.  We certainly hope that 
the gathering limits are increased so that we will not be required to collect vaccination or 
testing results from attendees.  What’s most important to us is that students and their families 
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are given the opportunity to have a live, in-person Graduation ceremony!  We will certainly 
keep families informed of any updates or changes that we receive. 
 
JSHS Principal Mrs. Denny has been working with the Class Officers and Senior Class Advisors to 
plan end-of-year activities for the graduating seniors.  More information will come directly from 
her related to the Senior Trip, Senior Picnic, Scholarship and Recognition Ceremony, and 
Graduation.  In addition, a bulletin board in the JSHS currently highlights Senior Snapshots.  We 
are working hard to give seniors some opportunities that reflect those of a typical senior year. 
 
I know this can seem overwhelming and, sometimes, frustrating.  I think we all can agree that 
COVID-19 has brought challenges that we would all prefer to avoid facing ever again.  As a 
district, we are trying to balance getting information out well-in-advance, so that you can plan 
accordingly, with guidelines and circumstances that are often changing.  We have found that 
getting information out too prematurely can lead to more challenges; let’s hope that is the case 
with this particular topic!   
 
Thank you for your willingness to work with the District in order to provide a memorable 
Graduation ceremony for our students and your family.  Thank you, also, for your ongoing 
commitment to the General Brown Central School District, your children, and the community.  
As always, feel free to reach out with any questions or for clarifications.  I may be reached via 
email at bcase@gblions.org or by phone at (315) 779-2311. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Barbara J. Case 
Superintendent of Schools 
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